RESOLUTION NO. 2022-01

A RESOLUTION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF A REGIONAL COALITION FOR HOUSING (ARCH),
MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING LOCAL TENANT PROTECTION POLICIES AND LAWS
FOR CONSIDERATION BY ARCH MEMBER JURISDICTIONS.

WHEREAS, A Regional Coalition for Housing (ARCH) was created by interlocal agreement
to help coordinate the efforts of Eastside cities to provide affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, the ARCH Interlocal Agreement (ILA) establishes a common purpose among
ARCH members of acting cooperatively to formulate affordable housing goals and policies; and

WHEREAS, the ARCH ILA establishes an Executive Board with responsibility for providing
recommendations to ARCH member jurisdictions regarding local and regional affordable
housing policies; and

WHEREAS, recent Census data estimated that 25,870 renter households in ARCH
member jurisdictions are cost-burdened, paying more than 30% of income toward housing
costs, and 12,550 renter households are severely cost-burdened, paying more than 50% of
income toward housing costs; and

WHEREAS, local rental assistance programs are finite and have exhausted or nearly
exhausted available resources for renters, and such programs are often limited to tenants who
have received eviction notices; and

WHEREAS, residents of affordable rental housing created by ARCH member jurisdictions’
policies and programs are subject to annual rent increases, based on changes in the area
median income (AMI) as published by the Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD); and

WHEREAS, such residents will be subject to significant expected rent increases in 2022,
which are anticipated to create significant cost burdens, economic displacement and other
negative impacts;

NOW, THEREFORE, the ARCH Executive Board resolves as follows:
Section 1. Findings

The Executive Board finds that preserving and promoting housing affordability and stability for
existing residents living within ARCH member jurisdictions is an immediate and high priority.
Further, the Executive Board finds that it is in the shared interests of ARCH member
jurisdictions to advance common policies promoting and preserving housing affordability and
stability, including policies establishing certain legal protections for tenants, and that such
policies are urgently needed to help to mitigate the impact of significant rent increases
expected this year and in coming years.



Section 2. Recommendations

The Executive Board recommends that ARCH member jurisdictions consider adopting
consistent local measures that at a minimum establish the following tenant protections:

a. Notice of Rent Increase. Require landlords to provide a minimum of 120 days’ written
notice of rent increases greater than 3%, and 180 days’ notice of rent increases greater
than 10%, except in subsidized housing where rent is set based on the income of the
tenant.

b. Limits on Late Fees. Establish a cap on fees for late payment of rent at 1.5% of a tenant’s
monthly rent.

c. Limits on Move-In Fees. Establish a cap on move-in fees and security deposits of no
more than one month’s rent except in subsidized tenancies where rent is set based on
the income of the tenant, and allow tenants to pay in installments.
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Kurt Triplett, Chair



