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GOVERNMENT’S BEST AND BRIGHTEST CITED FOR HARVARD AWARD

(WASHINGTON D.C.) – Fifty of the most creative, forward thinking, results-driven government programs at the state, local, tribal and federal levels were named semifinalists today for the prestigious Innovations in American Government Awards.  Often referred to as the Oscars among good-government prizes, the awards are a program of the Ash Institute for Democratic Governance and Innovation at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.  Each semifinalist is eligible to win one of five grants of $100,000. 

Ranging from an effort that uses live goats for environmental abatement and education in urban Denver to a federal website that lists public and private sector clinical trials, the 50 programs were chosen from a pool of nearly 1,000 applicants and represent the best and brightest in government. Four criteria are used to evaluate each application: novelty; effectiveness in addressing important problems; significance; and the potential for replication by other government entities.

Among the semifinalist programs are 10 at the federal level, three charter schools, and one from an American Indian Nation.  The selections recognize public-sector innovations from 15 separate states—including nine from California—and 21 localities and include innovators in education, electronic government, environmental quality, management, and human services.       

Of the 50 programs, a competitive process will choose 15 finalists, to be announced in March.  The National Selection Committee on Innovations in American Government, chaired by David R. Gergen, editor-at-large, U.S. News & World Report and Director of the Center for Public Leadership at Harvard University, will then choose five winning programs, which will be announced on July 28, 2004 in Washington. Winners receive $100,000 grants to promote and replicate their innovative efforts.

The Innovations in American Government Awards program, now in its 17th year, is a program of the Ash Institute for Democratic Governance and Innovation at Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government.  The award is administered in partnership with the Council for Excellence in Government.

A list of semifinalists, including a description of each program and contact information, is attached and also available on the web at www.ashinstitute.harvard.edu and www.excelgov.org. 
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