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arch advances to semifinalist in the innovations in american government award competition

A Regional Coalition for Housing (ARCH) has been selected as one of 50 semifinalists in the national INNOVATIONS IN AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AWARDS COMPETITION. ARCH is a partnership of 15 Eastside cities and King County working together to preserve and increase housing opportunities for low and moderate income households in East King County. 

Over the last ten years, ARCH has assisted member jurisdictions with a variety of housing initiatives to increase housing choices in East King County.  Examples of city efforts assisted by ARCH include:  adopting regulations to allow accessory dwelling units that now provide an affordable housing option for hundreds of households in east King County; negotiating with private developers to include a portion of new housing developments to be affordable rental and ownership units for moderate income families, and the creation of a jointly funded Housing Trust Fund.  The Housing Trust Fund has been used to coordinate the allocation of over $18 million of city funds over the last 10 years as loans and/or grants to over 1,800 units of housing for lower income Eastside families, seniors, and persons with special needs.   These city resources have supported developments by a number of not-for-profit and private organizations who have leveraged over $200 million in other public and private resources for this housing.

ARCH Program Manager Arthur Sullivan noted that ARCH has always been viewed as innovative.  “The ARCH organizational structure is an example of true regionalism and government cooperation that works.  ARCH was created 11 years ago to help suburban cities become effective and efficient partners in efforts to meet local housing needs. Credit for ARCH’s success goes to the foresight and leadership of the ARCH jurisdictions and their elected officials to create and sustain ARCH.  It is the collective efforts by the member jurisdictions, and the resulting measurable impacts of their efforts, that has made ARCH stand out in the eyes of those looking for innovation in government.”

The Innovations in American Government Awards award winners serve as models worthy of replication, and spark research and case studies at Harvard and other schools across the country.  The 50 programs selected as semifinalists represent the top 7% of the initial applicant pool which consisted of all government programs (local, state and federal), not only housing programs.  As a Semifinalist, ARCH is eligible to be selected later this winter as one of 15 national Finalists.  
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